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SUBJECT: IRANIAN INVESTMENT IN WEST AERICA 

REF: ACCRA 8137 

1 . HEAD OE MEA AFTICAN DEPARTMENT KHERADMEH CONFIRMED TO POL 
COUNS THAT PRINCESS ASHRAE IS PLANNING TRIP TO WEST AERICA IN 
JANUARY(PER REFTEL) BUT HE DID NOT KNOW THE PURPOSE OE THE TRIP. 
NEITHER KHERADMEH NOR THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFEAIRS AND 
EINANCE'S DIRECTOR GENERAL EOR EOREIGN LOANS KHALEGHI-ROD 
ACKNOWLEDGED ANY PLANS EOR IRAN TO INVEST LARGE SUMS EROM "ITS 
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ADMITTED THAT OTHER AGENCIES OR PERSONALITIES OF GOI MIGHT 
HAVE PROPOSALS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN SHARED WITH THEM. KHALEGHI- 
ROD TERMED INVESTMENT IN AFRICA AS STRICTLY POLITICAL AND 
SAID IT WOULD BE ALMOST NORMAL FOR HIM TO LEARN OF IT AFTER 
THE FACT. KHERADMEH SAID GHANIAN GENERAL OKAI, WHOM HE 
DESCRIBED AS MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND DEPUTY 
COMMANDER OF ARMED FORCES, WAS COMING TO IRAN WITH A DELEGATION 
IN MARCH ON A VISIT POSTPONED FROM LAST NOVEMBER. GOI MINISTER 
FOR PLANNING MAJIDI DISCUSSED WITH OKAI DURING HIS TRIP TO 
GHANA LAST SPRING POSSIBLE AREAS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND 
KHERADMEH THOUGHT OKAI MAY BRING MORE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS TO 
DSICUSS WITH THE GOI. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE THAT ACCURATE AND UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING GOI FOREIGN ASSISTANCE(GRANTS, LOANS 
AND INVESTMENT) COMMITMENTS AND DISBURSEMENT IS DIFFICULT 

TO OBTAIN. INFORMATION AT HAND CONCERNING COMMITMENTS TO AFRICA 
INCLUDE: MOROCCO-$30 MILLION, SENEGAL-$15.7 MILLIONS PLUS 
A 50 PERCENT INVESTMENT IN A 60,000 BPD OIL REFINERY NOW 
IN THE DESIGN STATE(DETAILS ARE NOT KNOWN, BUT THIS PROJECT 
COST PRESUME ALY EXCEEDS $200 MILLION; AN ASSSOCIATED PHOSPHATE 
PROJECT MAY ALSO INVOLVE GOI FINANCING.), 

SUDAN-SI30 MILLION OF WHICH $50 MILLION DISBURSED, LESOTHO- 
$1 MILLION, TUNISIA-S4 MILLION, AND ETHIOPIA-S 1 00,000, 

ALL DISBURSED. THUS OUT OF OVER $12 BILLION FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 
COMMITTED BY THE GOI TO DATE LESS THAN $300 MILLION TARGETED 
ON AFRICA. 

3. COMMENT: IRANIAN AMBASSADOR TO GHANA AND NIGERIA SHAHROUKH 
FIROUZ HAS WELL-ESTABLISHED PENCHANT FOR INDULGING IN WISHFUL 
THINKING AND OVERSTATING HIS CASE. WE SUSPECT THAT WITH 
RESPECT TO THE ALLEGED $400 MILLION GOI INVESTMENT IN WEST 
AFRICA, REPORTED IN REFTEL, HE MAY BE OUT OF TOUCH WITH THE 
CHANGE IN THE GOI ATTITUDE TOWARD FOREIGN ASSISTANCE SINCE 
LAST YEAR'S EXPANSIVE PHASE. EMBASSY BELIEVES WEST AFRICA 

DOES NOT RATE HIGH ENOUGH ON THE SCALE OF POLITICAL IMPOR- 
TANCE TO OVERRIDE IRAN'S CURRENT AND FORESEEABLE ECONOMIC 
SQUEEZE. 

HELMS 

CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN INVESTMENT, VISITS, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 DEC 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: johnsorg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TEHRAN12148 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750436-0812 
From: TEHRAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 237/aaaabhdj. tel 

Line Count: 99 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 ACCRA 8137 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: johnsorg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAY 2003 by MartlnML>; APPROVED <06 NOV 2003 by ]ohnsorg> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IRANIAN INVESTMENT IN WEST AFRICA 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, EGEN, XA, GH, IR, (ASHRAF, PRINCESS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




